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before God for our fins, as individu; 


We ſhould haye no reaſon to doubt of the divine 
afſiſtance in endeavouring to preſerve our civil and 
religious privileges againſt the aſſaults of any pro- 
voked enemies; did not our manifold offences 
_ againſt. God render us deſerving of his righteous 


8, and as a 
nation, conſtitutes the great buſineſs of this day. 


indignation. . | Inſtead, therefore, of engroſſing 


our attention by diſeuſſing party queſtions, which 


often cauſe men to faſt for ſtriſe and debate,” 1 


would endeavour to affiſt your meditation upon 


ſuch ſubjects, as connect with the great defign of 


our nn e at this times. 
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The old Teſtament is „ uſeful, in 7 . 
- og us * rules, by which the Lord dealeth with | 
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Nations, according. to their conduct. Individuils_ 


will exiſt in another. world,” and © after deat 


awarded to them in this life, for ** the wicked are 
ic reſeryed to the day, of judgment ta be puniſhed:” 


but collective Bodie will. have ns future fu ſiſtence, ; 
as ſuch ; and, therefore, their recompence is here 
appointed them. To aſcertain the method of di- 


vine providenee, in, this reſpect, we muſt mark the 
difference between the nations, which are favoured | 


God 2nd. theks eee eee 55 other 
peculiar advantages and we muſt alſo recollec 


that when nations, highly privileged in every 


reſpect, ate otherwiſe ripe for judgments, their 


ſtate is often prolonged for the ſake of the pious 
remnant that is found among them. Where muen 
is given, much will be required; and the fame de- 
gree of i impiety and vice, when found in nations 
peculiarly fax ured with the means of instruction, 
has vaſtly more criminality in it, and fills up che 
meaſure of iniquity much more rapidly, than _ 
found in places deſtitute of fuch advantages. 
at the fame time, the ftate of ſuch nations — 
be prolonged; becauſe there is amongſt them a 
number of perſons, whoſe prayers, examples and 
endeavours leger, reed the general | dendeney to 
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In the paſſage of 1 a our text is 
ſelected, the Lotd, by his prophet, in a moſt 
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Wy 9 . 
had been el towards Iſrael, — reſpet © 


: of their religious advantages: He had given o 


be them his ſtatutes and ordimances 3 he bad not 
r dealt fo with any nation; neither had the hea- 
re then the knowledge of his laws.“ And, as the 
alvantage of a parable principally | confiſts 1 in Thew- 

ing to men, as in a mirrour, the real ſtate of the 


caſe, diveſted of their own concern in "i that 
they may be compelled to decide againſt theraſelves, 


by their judgment in reſpect of the parabolical 


5 e ; $o.the Lord appealed 20 bt che inhabr- 


ee tants of Jeruſalem, . and the men of Judah, to 
6 decide betwixt him and his Vineyard, and to 


* determine, whether aby thing could have been 
e gote to make it fruitful, which he had not done in 


re jt ? Why then did it only bear wild or poiſon- 


ous. grapes, when good grapes might haye been 
expected from it? A fimilar appeal will at length 
be made to every man; and though now ſelf love 


warps the judgment, yet the Lord will at laſt 


; condemn none, who will not be conftrained to 


condemn themſelves, : and to Julify b him in . 
N ee ee Pa Tags 


” "os 


| "The akin 7 ad the ſimilitude of a Vineyard, 


ceeded to denounce ſentence againſt it; declaring, 
that he would ** take away the hedge thereof, and 
4 it ſhould be eaten up ; and break down the wall 
4 thereof, and it ſhould be trodden down ; ; that 
. de would lay i it waſte; that it mould not be NT 
<c ee or digged, but that there ſhould come 
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| (6) 
11 ay bien and thorns; and that he would alſa 


command the clouds, that they ſhould rain no 


< rain upon it.” The ſentence, here pronounced; 
was not executed till about 200 years afterwards : 
for Hezekiah, and Joſiah, with Iſaiah and other 
prophets, and a remnant of pious perſons, by their 
labours and prayers prevailed for © the lengthening 
* of their tranquillity ;” but at length the believ- 


ing remnant ceaſed, and then the ſentence came 


upon the nation, by the Babyloniſh captivity. Vet 
it was more awfully accompliſhed, after the coming 


of Chriſt, and his crucifixion at the inſtance of the 
Jewiſh rulers, prieſts and people, with the ſubſe= 


quent perſecution of chriſtianity :- for then the na · 
tion was caſt out of the viſible church, Jeruſalem 
was given up into the hands of the Romans, and 
bath ever ſince been trodden under foot of the gen» 
tiles; the Jews have been ſcattered into all na- 


tions, and the Lord hath indeed commanded : 
_ © the clouds to rain no rain upon them,” to this 
day. Thus they are left to be reluctant preachers 


to the nations profeſſing Chriſtianity, of the truth 


of their holy — 810 and the e conſe. 
* of . it. e 


Iſrael indeed was dealt with according to a pecu- 
liar covenant: yet their caſe did not very mate- 


rially differ from that of any nation, that is fa- 
voured with the clear light of the goſpel: and if 


it ſhould be enquired what nation is the Iſrael of the 


new diſpenſation ? I could not heſitate in anſwer- 
ing Britain, both i in reſpect of advantages, and a ö 


rebellious ungrateful abuſe of them. This may 


lufee to Lo our ſubjeR, and to warrant an | 
entire 


ä 1 
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6X; The peculiit hide, with which A kind pro 
vidence 112 i angry our native land. 


: 1: The i improvement which. we e ought to have 
made of them. 4 


F — 
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101. The wild grapes, which the Lord finds in 
chis his Vineyard, 


5 w. The 3 that may be expected, . 
unleſs TE n be done to e __ 


e v. To 0 what we | may j attribute our preſervation 
hitherto. And, 
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VI. What the duties are, to hich we are now 
called, according to our different Stations in the 
church and the community. Nothing more than a 
very compendious View of theſe ſeveral important 1 
Subjects can be compriſed within the limits "Ow" 1 

ed to this diſcourſe, 
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(8) 
teous God, by which be puniſhes guilty nations. | 
Fey of us know any thing more of war, than we 
have learned from the public papers or the page of 
hiſtory. We feel it indeed, when it takes place; 
but how? Trade ſuffers a temporary check, and 
additional taxes are demanded of us; a number of 
not, very: uſeful members of the community are fur- 
niſhed with a perilous or fatal employment, and a 
few more valuable perſons are expoſed to the ſame 
dangers with them. But we have ſcarce any pther | 
idea of war, as it reſpe&s ourſelves ; and this has 
often a very bad effect upon the minds of men; 
for they confider war no otherwiſe, than as it. of- 
fects their property, and are, therefore, prone to 
engage in it too lightly, when it yields a proſpect 
of temporal advantage, without duly reflecting on 
' Its conſequences on the lives and fouls of men, or 
on thoſe regio ns that. are Py. to its tremendous 


On 


Our fituation happily renders us incapable even | 
of conceiving in imagination, thoſe. ſcenes, 
Which are really exhibited on the theatre of war 
continually : the devaſtations of the open country, 
with all its productions; rendering abortive the 
labours, and diſappointing the expectation of the 
huſbandman, and ſpoiling the bounty of a kind 
providence ; the burning of cities; the cries of 
widows and orphans ; the recking blood; and 
. mangled bodies of the ſlaughtered ;.the groans, and 
ghaſtly appearance of the wounded and dying; the 
penury, and pining want of. the ſurvivors ; the 
.terrors of the night, and the horrors of the day, 
mut baffle all deſcription; let who will be the ag- 


131 5 — 


5 


19 | 


ſore judgments of famine, Peſtilence, earthquakes, 
g and deſolating hurricanes: plenty, health, and a 


us: a land abounding with all the bleſſings, that 
we can defire, and exempted from moſt of the, cas. 
lamities, to which other lands are expoſed,. hath 
fallen to our lot: and let us not ſo regard ſecond 
cauſes, as to forget the firſt great Cauſe of all, who 
„ doeth what he will in the armies. of e 
5 te. e and int the inhabitants of the earth,” ne 


a * * — 
1 1 * . 1 e 9 L 
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_ greſfor or che victor in the War, 80 that the hu- 
mane mind muſt be. diſpoſed to weep over, not 
only the moſt ſplendid, but even the moſt needfut 
victories: and war, in every caſe, muſt be deem- 
ed the triumph or the harveſt of the firſt great 


murderer, the devil. What then muſt be our ob- 


ligations to the Lord of Hoſts, who hath preſerved 
us hitherto from the experience of ſuch miſeries 5 


and hath granted our native country an exemption 


_ from this dire judgment for a longer courſe of years, 
than hath almoſt ever n Wen g a 12 er 4 


other Nation? bY Ys 6 
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ſerene-and temperate climate have been. anche 


We might here enlarge on the bleff ings of our 
well poiſed conftitution, and equal laws ; by which 


the ee liberty and properiy of every in- 


dividual are ſecured, if not to the greateſt degree 
which is poſſible in the preſent ſtate of human na- 
ture. yet atleaſt, beyond what hath hitherto been 


reduced to praQtice, for any length of time in any 


nation of the earth. Much hath been ſaid of Gre- 
| clan and Roman liberty: but it is well known 
that a 5 large pe of the people, in thoſe 
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admired nations, were Gave the property " their 


| maſters: and equal freedom was not . poſſeſſed 


among them in any meaſure comparable to what 
it is in Britain. Imperfection muſt be found in 
every thing, in which man is concerned; and it 
s deſirable to redreſs every grievance, ſo ſoon as it 

1s noticed: but we may ſurely be allowed to value, 
and be thankful for, our preſent advantages; till 

we are ſhewn more concluſively, than by well 

penned pamphlets and ingenious ſpeculations, that 
ſomething much better is practicable among men. 
But *tis enough to expreſs thus briefly. my ſenti- 
ments concerning our conſtitution, and to teſtify, 
that 1 deem it one of the ſpecial favours of. a kind | 
ee 2a to our native lands ks | 
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But theſs' are W inferior cond dera - 


tions: our religious advantages are principally to 

be valued: When the Son of God was manifeſted 
to deſtroy the works of the devil; this land was 

enveloped in the groſſeſt idolatry,” barbarity, and 
- Ignorance : yet it was not long before the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, which aroſe at fo great a diſtance, 
viſited it with his ſacred beams of life and ſalvation, 
After a time the ſuperſtitions, corruptions, and 
uſurpations of the Romiſh church, like a dark 
cloud obſcured this heavenly light: but the rſt 
dawning of the bleſſed reformation extended its in- 
fluence into this Iſland, and our progenitors were 
numbered among thoſe favoured nations, which 


nere firſt emancipated from that flavery, and deli. 


vered from that groſs darkneſs, that had long op- 
preſſed the weſtern world. Others, after an in- 

|: gt urg! and much bloodſhed, were again 
1 | MW OD reduced 


. to. de water the parſonitibg " . 
* the Pontiff and his aſſociates: this — 9 
in the reign of bloody E e eee dan. - 
ger of falling again under the ſame yoke; but 1 
God preſerved his light among us by removing 9 
ber, and adyancing Elizabeth to the throne: and 1 
alter defeating the ſubtle and powerful machina- Ny 
tions of out enemies, in a variety of inſtances; 
He at length, by the happy Revolution at the cloſe 
of the laſt century, eſtabliſned among us a degree 
of civil and religious liberty, which hath h . 
us the AREAS or gene, all our , eee 1 
69! Fanny, Fee ii 3:7 Nr abt”; „ 
Wp ereſere, * ! to which the Gol. 
pets was firſt vouchſafed, ate reduced to a condition 
of the moſt deplorable ignorance ; this diſtant re- 40 
pt et dh in every part of it with the 7 
beams of heaveilly. truth. An excellent tranſla- = 
tion of the ſacred: Scriptures into our o/) ns Jangiage 1 
is put into our hands, and we are allowed, in- _ 
vited, and encouraged to read it. Copies of the „ 
Bible are ſo common and chrap, ithat almoſt every 1 
perſon may afford to purchaſe one; and if any can- 
not, or will not ſpate a trifle for this purpoſe, bleſ- 
ſed be God, there are perſons diſpoſed to give it to 
them: nay, if any know not how to read the 
Word of life; there are thoſe, who are ready to 
pay for their ;nfirudion, 5 provided they are but 
willing to learn. - So that none can plead that they \ 
are wholly deſtitute af the means of being made wiſe. 1 
unto eternal Salvation. At the dawning of the re... 
formation, our anceſtors were thankful for a few "170 
leaves of the holy Scriptures in an imperſe& engliſh 
e, and read them with the greateſt avidity. . 
ù»?»!;ö! 3+ 306 ( eg Ml 
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When' Bibles wards placed in nie 
people throng'd to hear them read, with aneapetneſs, 
of which we have little conception: and in ſome 
parts of Wales at preſent, Bibles in that language 
are ſo ſcarce, chat frequentiy ſeveral families jointly E 
_ poſſeſs one, and have ita week at a time inrota- 
tion. This ſhould teach us to value and improve 
dur privileges, that ſcarcity may not make the word 
of God precious tous. A great variety alſo of other 
pious books are circulated at very low prices, and 
even gratis, which are. ſuited to excite meu i; attan. 
tion to the Bible, and to aſſiſt them in undetſtanding 
it; whilſt they are taught and encouraged to 
compate them all with that ſacted ſtandard, , thatthey | 
the vile. At the ſame time, no en ee fe. 
the preachers of God's Word nor are any forbidden 
to attend on their inſtructions; and numbers, nat; 
moſt all: parts of the land are employed ãn publi- 
_ ing the glad tidings of Salvation, withca;6leargefs 
and plainneſs, that hath ſeldom been excesded. S 
that, we are peculiarly favoured with every advan 
tage for becoming wiſe, holy, and happy: this 
hath been our felicity for a long courſe of ꝓears: 
and, when we conſider how ſcarce in. compatiſou 
copies of the Scripture were in Iſrael, and how 
much darker their diſpenſation was, than that of 
the Goſpel; we ſhall be conſtrained to allow, (not: L 
withſtanding the prophets who were raiſed up among 
them, ) chat they did not poſſeſs religious privileges = 
equal to thoſe of our favoured land 1-(oXhat the i 
Lord may well demand ef us, as a nation, what 
could have been done more for us, that hach not 
ben "; ASA . means of rendeting us a re. 
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"The Long. W. for. . wow 476 well end 
tured vine; 3 requires righteouſneſs and judg- 
ment from a people ſo highly favoured. (v. 8.) 


To ſpeak after the manner of men, it might have 
been expected, that all orders amongſt us from the 


higheſt to the loweſt, would, in their public and 


private conduct, have manifeſted a ſerious regard 
to the truths, precepts, ordinances, providence 
and I glory of God. Sobriety, temperance, chaſtity, 


| juſtice, truth, peace, and love ſhould} have been 
- obſervable in our national character, and in all our 


tranſactions. They that cõme amongſt us, and they 


among whom we go, ſhould have been conſtrained 
to confeſs, that probity, ſincerity, humanity, piety, 


meekneſs and Purity abounded amongſt us more 


than other nations, in proportion to our ſuperior . 
advantages. Impiety and immorality ſhould atleaſt 
: have been diſcountenanced, driven into corners, 


put to ſhame, or dragged out to condign puniſh= 
ment, if it could not have been totally ſuppreſſed: 
and it ſhould have been ſhewn, by all our laws, 
legiſlators, magiſtrates, and public meaſures at 


home and abroad, as well as in the conduct of 


the inferior orders, and of thoſe employed 1 in the 


Jacred, miniſtry, that we were a nation feating 1 
God and working righteouſneſs, a wiſe and un- 
Serie people, whom ah Lord had choſen 
. „„ e 
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to himſelf, for his own 8 Who can 
deny, that this ought to have been our national 
character? Who can excuſe what is contrary to 
this, without palliating ingratitude, as well as 
impiety and iniquity ? or wha can account, for it, 
vithout allowing that the heart of man is deceit- 
2 ful and deſperately wicked? For, alas! the caſe 
of numbers gives us occaſion to enquire with So. 
lomon, wherefore is there a price in the hand 
e of a foolto get wiſdom, oa he bang no heart 5 
"_ it. ey xvii. v. 0 mr DPS > 


we proceed, therefore, 


\ wa. 
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III. To confder the wild; or poi rapes, 
which the Lord finds in his vineyard, inſtea of 
Mt good hi for which he looked. „ | 


1 do not Oe at on Fs to Ae on + ech 5 
vices, as are common to men, at all times, and 
in all places; but rather to ſelect ſome inſtances, 

which may be deemed peculiar to this age and na- 
tion: remembering, that the Lord requires his 
ſervants, on theſe occaſions, . to cry aloud, and 
not ſpare, to lift up their voice like a trumpet, 
<« whilſt they ſhew his profeffing people their ſins 
« and tranſgreſſions; as we found it written in 
that chapter, which with peculiar propriety was 
appointed for the firſt leſſon, in our morning ſer- 
vice. And I would remind you, that what may 
be ſpoken of national ſins, ſhould be applied by 
each of us to our own particular tranſgreſſions; . 
as guilty individuals belonging to a' guilty com- 
maßity. All our inn of the IT wo, and 
0 } all 
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. VV 
al our be contempt, or abuſe ofthenclpet? „„ 
from our infancy to the preſent day, conſtitute a 
part of that accumulated guilt,” for which the 
Lord hath a controverſy with our land: and it is 
Incumbent upon us, as we proceed, to enquire 
toncerning every particular charge, whether we 
have not formerly committed, or countenanced 
the ſpecified iniquity ? whether we have uſed all 
our influence to prevent others from committing. 
it? And what our conduct in theſe reſpects is at 
this preſent time? Thus we ſhall avoid the abs 

ſurd hypocriſy of pretending to humble ourſelves 
before God, whilſt we are merely refleQing on 
the ſins of other men, without confelfing, m mourn- 
ing over, or forſaking « our own. We ; 


4 


= I. The daring det; and Saints — 

_— fic, which prevail amongſt us, may well be ad- 

=_ duced as one of our national ſins. I ſay damnable 
berefies ; for this is the language of ſcripture, and 
much miſchief has been done by calling enor- 

mous evils by ſoft names ; which ſeduces men mee * 

” _ a forgetfulneſs of their malignity. I would not, 

however, be underſtood to mean every deviation 


from the ſyſtem of divine truth. Much hay, ſtraw, 
ſtubble, may be built on the precious foundation, 
which God hath laid in Zion; and though the 
builder will ſuffer loſs, yet he may be ſaved, as by | 
fire: ſo that all miſtakes are not damnable berefies; 3 
and it would be arrogance in any of us to ſuppoſe, 
that oui creed is wholly free from ſuch worthleſs 
mixtures. But other foundation can no man 
s lay, than that, which is laid, even Chriſt Jeſus.” 
The truths ae his N as God manifeſted 


466 in 


=»: 7 Ss 5 | 
—— 40 in the fleſh,” bn facrifice, and oddiadon; and 
the ſanctifying work of his ſpirit, are inſeparable 
from chriſtianity, and ſtand, or fall with the au- 
RR Ps of the ſoripture, and our reverence for 
| F. I muſt, therefore, be allowed confidently, to 
; Sa that the apoſtles, if living, would pro- 
* nounee many modern dogmas to be damnable he- 
reſies, ſubverſive of the foundation: more plau- 
ſible indeed, but no better, than infidelity; to 
which 1 an 1 unten * e tend. "> 


"We yada a as. to Gtand a as. ; it | 
were, aghaſt, at the atheiſm and daring 1 impiety 
of that nation, with which we art at war: and 
indeed we cannot too much execrate their princi- 
' ples and practices; which ſeem to conſtitute a 
new exhibition of the deceitfulneſs and deſperate 
wickedneſs of the human heart: but if we inter, 
that France is, as a nation, more criminal in the 
ſight of God, than Britain; we. may perhaps be 
found partial in our . We are not com- 
petent to decide on ſuch a complicated queſtion, 
_ . which involves in it all our advantages, and their 
diſadvantages : nor can the deciſion be at all ne- 
ceſſary for our hope of deliverance, or conducive 
to our humiliation, In one _reſpe& we act more 
wiſely than our opponents; for they inſult the 
God of heaven, ſer him at defiance, and, as it 
were, declare war againſt him, as well as againſt 


and call publicly on him for aſſiſtance, whilſt we 
confeſs ourſelves e * bis Fighteous Indig- | 
nation. 
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mankind ; whereas, we make our appeal to him, 
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and prieſtly uſurpations or impoſitions; which only 
needed to be expoſed, to become the objects of 


SY Cc 15: 1 
On WY other hand, it muſt be ihe; that 


the atheiſm and impiety of France want many of 
thoſe aggravations, Which are found in our infi- 


delity, and rejection of revealed faith. Few among 
them were preyiouſſy acquainted with the holy 
Scriptures, having been diſcouraged from reading 


and examining them. The religion, which they 
had witneſſed, was in general a compound of groſs 


abſurdities, unmeaning forms, human inventions, 


contempt. and abhorrence. Voltaire, and other 


ingenious faſcinating infidels,. were the _—— 
their reformation ;. the ideas of civil liberty and ir- 


religion entered. into their minds at the ſame: time, 
and thus were aſſociated together : there Was no one 


at hand to ſet before them true chriſtianity, im its 


ae beauty and ſimplicity, when they turned 
from their old ſuperſtition with diſguſt 5; and. do 


wonder they gieedily imbibed the ſentiments 


of thoſe, who had emancipated them from their 
former abject flavery, and that they even carried der 
| Prrinciples ber than weir teachers had ans, 


But che partial, or rae rnfideliry. which, rapidly 


ſpreads amongſt us, is of another kind. Men, Who 
have been inſtructed from their youth, in the prin- 


ciples of chriſtianity, and who want neither talents, 


opportunity, liberty, or encouragement for free 


enquiry, have deliberately and decidedly given the 


oracles of reaſon a preference to the oracles of God! 
The deiſts, who ſome time back, oppoſed the di- 


vine authority of the ſcripture, have been com- 
pletely baffled in the open field of argument; and 


no man now ventures forth, as an adyerfary on that 


ground, 


— 


* o 


* 


3 « 18 by | | 
ground; which his been found abſolutely titer 
Yet their ſucceſſors, though they know this," perfiſt 
in their oppoſition to revelation, either altogether, 
or by rejecting as much as is incompatible with 


their ſeveral ſyſtems, They ſtart objections, and 


hold forth ſcriptural doctrines, or fucts to deriſion, 

by a diſtorted partial ſtatement; they ca vil at them, 
with a ſupercilious ſneer: they affect the reputation 
of ſuperior diſcernment, by treating their forefathers = 
as bigots and fanatics, and by holding in fovereign 
contempt thoſe of their cotemporaries, whom they 
dare not face in the open field of calm diſpaſſionate 
argument: thus they addreſs the ſelf-ſufficiency, 
and love of the world, which predominate in inex- 
perienced young perſons: they circulate their ob- 
jections in periodical publications, mix them up 
with criticiſm, hiſtory, and other works of gebiüs 
and erudition; and gild over the mental poiſon, 
thus adminiſtered in ſmall doſes, with every thing 
hat can render it pleafing and unſuſpected: they 

retail, by all poſſible methods, thoſe objections 


a againſt the ſcripture hiſtory, and the principal doc- 
trines of revelation, which have been repeatedly 


and ſolidly anſwered, inſinuating more than they 


chuſe to avozo ; and they are almoſt as zealous in 


diſſeminating their antichriſtian principles, a8 the 


primitive preachers were in e oy Kae - 
God Ons Saviour, 3 : 


Be F 


-* bus it hath come to. 7 that in 4. Ra, ful 


4 bibles, and means of underſtanding them; and 


greatly favoured with faithful preachers; that an 


increaſing multitude affect to ſpeak of revelation 
Wich aht or ſuſpicion , if not with avowed con- 


tempt 
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5 tempt ws averſion: numbers aſpire to the reputa- 
uon of wit and penetration, by ridiculing or railing 


at the contents of the ſcripture : and others ſtudy 
the art of explaining away whatever they. diſlike. 


So that the pride of human wiſdom and human 
virtue, (connected with the carnal mind which is 


4 enmity againſt God,) hath, almoſt prevailed to 


explode the Bible as an antiquated book z, or at 


leaſt: to bring it into neglect, , as not entitled to 


much eredit, and as having no authority over the 
conſciences and. conduct of mankind : whilſt the 


prevailing maxim is, that it is no matter what men 
believe, if they. behave properly to their fellow .crea- 


tures; This has been our unhappy. progreſs, du- 


F 
ſame time been ſet before us, peculiarly unincum- 


bered with ſuperſtition, or intolerance, (and not re- 


markably deformed- by enthuſiaſm,) i in its genuine 
ſimplicity and amiableneſs, as ſuited to render man- 
kind wiſe, holy, and happy. Such is the ſtamp 
of modern infidelity 1 in Britain and we have rea- 


ſion to fear, that it will ſtill diffuſe. its baleful i in- 


fluence more widely among our poſterity... As a 
nation, this ſeems likely to be our condemnation, 


é that light is come among us; and we have 
6 loved darkneſs rather than licht, becauſe, our 


« deeds are evil.” (John, c. iii. v. 19—21.) The 
contempt, with which God's word is treated, in a 
nation, which hath been ſo long and ſo greatly fa- 
voured with it, is an awful ſign of the times, and 


cannot but be exceedingly provoking ty him; and 
it muſt te d, in a rapid manner, to fill | * the 


Je of aur national it. 
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5 Connected 10 this, we may notice the ge: 
neral neglect of God's ordinances, and the profa+ 
pation of his holy day, which diff en the er | 
" which we live. 


Not long ſince it was ane to loten in 15 | 
vertiſements of ſtage coaches and waggons © Sun 
days excepted : but this decent regard to that day, 

which the Lord Jeſus claims as his own, (Rev. c. 1. 

v. 10,) is now thopght ſuperfluous ; and Sundays 
not ercepted, either in ſetting out, or proceeding 
on, the journey, is ayowedly à part of the preſent 
plan: whilſt multiplied Sunday nas pub- 
licly fold in the ftreets, furniſh employment for | 
thoſe who amuſe themſelves at home, and ſuper= 
fede the duties of the cloſet, the family, or the 
houſe of God. No wonder that legiſlators and ma- 
| giſtrates care for none of theſe things; when the 
Lord's day ls generally ſelected by hem, and all 
thoſe in the higher ranks of ſociety, (nay, by many 
who bear a facred character,) as the moſt conveni- 
ent day for travelling! whilſt not a few of them call 
together their acquaintance, for every kind of dif- 
ſipation, or even for gaming on this day of ſacred 
reſt! Thus multitudes are permitted without mo- 
leſtation, to carry on their buſineſs; and ſtill greater 
numbers of the lower orders e to ſcenes of riot 

or diverfion, corrupting each others morals, and 
waſting that which ſhould” maintain their families. 
The tradeſman, (and eyen the ſtateſman,) makes the 
Lord: J day his ſeaſon of relaxation and indul- 
| gence; taverns, alehouſes, tea gardens: are thronged, 
and no means uſed to prevent it: the plates of wor- 
ſhip are deſerted; and even n the form of religion is 


gromng 


21 5 


growling into diſuſe, throughout the land; put ef 
ny 122 We ai tg and ir's 4 4 0 


At the nde His; many who Seth tw betaigoti 
meet their friends at the place of worſhip, and go 
homie to feaſt with them : their converſe may be 
about religion, and they may outwardly attend to 
ſome of its duties: but their ſervants have a double 
portion of work, to provide for the entertainment: it 
is to them a day of buſtle and fatigue ; and they 
have no time allowed them for the care of their 
: aul, or the duties of religion eee ap 

All theſe things combined Kere May ul be 
tonfidered as a plain teſtimony, how much we 
have ſinned againſt the light, and how greatly we 
- Uifreliſh, the reaſonable ſervice of our God: for, if 
men, inſtead of obſerving the rules contained i in 
the leſſon, (Iſaiah, ci lviii; v. 13, 14,) will ſerve the 
world, the fleſh, and the devil on the Lord's day; 
they cannot be expected to ſerve any other wal, 
ER the reſt ME hw RE. 


3. Iris aa in the next place to Sention 
that profanation of the holy name of God, which 
marks the character of our age. I do not mean that 
profane ſweating, and taking of God's name in 
vain, which mingles with the common convetſa- 
tion of vaſt multitudes: this is indeed an atrocious 
affront to the Majeſty of heaven z but it is not pe- 
culiar to any age or nation, though more heinous 
in this favoured land than elſewhere. I advert, 


5 ze werer, to | the horrid crime of direct perjury ; 
e 2 ; which 
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Which perkips' never was ſo frequent i in any: age of 
the world, as it is at preſent, The extreme impo- . 
licy of multiplying oaths on every occaſion, that 


pervades and diſgraces the whole of our juriſpru- 
dence; and the ſhameful j irreverence,; with which 


54 they are generally adminiſtered, - concur in deduct- 
ing from the ſolemnity of the tranſaction; and men 
are induced to conſider an oath at a matter of courſe; | 

rather than an expreſs appeal to the heart ſearching 
God, to atteſt the truth and ſincerity of what is a- 
ledged. Thus, not only men of ſcandalous lives 
are involved in the guilt of perjury, but 'multitudes 
who are in other reſpects of good repute : fo that 
it may, be apprebended,. oaths are often taken 
by pariſh officers, by jurymen, by electors, nay, by 


thoſe who are elected to ſerve in parliament, and by 


many other deſcriptions of men, without any due 


confideration of their import, or any proper ſenſe 


of their obligation! And who can compute” how 
many thouſands of times, in the courſe of a fingle 
week, the God of heaven is called to witneſs the 
truth of what is not known to be ſtrictly true; and 


the ſincerity of men in thoſe engagements, which 


; they never intend literally and exactly to comply 


with? It is a form, with which they comply as 
others do; and when the engagement is violated, 
the number concerned keep one another in coun- 


tenance. Thus, becauſe of ſwearing the land 


6 mourneth ; ” and the petjuries, and profanations 
of the name of the Lord, which abound in every 
place, loudly call for divine vengeance upon us; 
eſpecially as no care is taken to bring the offenders 


to juſtice, or to remove the occaſions of ſuch atro· 0 
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4: We muſt not here paſs by that writing * | 
1 ſubſcriptions and engagements, which; often 
connects with men's admiffion into holy orders or 


_ecclefiaſtical pteferments. To ſubſcribe articles 
which men do not believe in the obvious ſenſe of 


the words, and which they mean to oppoſe; to 
avow , themlelves © moved by the holy Ghoſt to 
” take on them” the ſacred miniſtry, when ſecular 
motives alone induce them to chuſe that line of life; 


to ratify this equiyocating profeſſion by receiving 
the Lord's ſupper; to read a liturgy, and in 
their ſermons and converſation to contradict what 


they have uttered on their knees before God; and 
then to palliate and vindicate ſuch a ſyſtem of pre- 


varication and hypocriſy : this, I ſay, muſt conſtitute 


a degree of guilt of no common atrocity. - And I 
deem myſelf the more bound to ſpeak on this ſub- 


ject, becauſe I only deſcribe my own conduct 
in times paſt ; and I verily believe, that in this 
reſpe& I added more to the aggregate of our na- 


tional guilt, than in any other action of my life; 


though in manifold inſtances I fee abundant cavſe 
on this occaſion, to abaſe myſelf in the fight of 
God, as one of that guilty land, which this day 


deptecates his ers e 1185 1 


and faſting.* 


But 1 5 many other RT Ev which continually 


are N and connived at, in men's entrance 


| . | Into 
It may de neodful to mention; that I Mala Cues: been 


led moft cordially to embrace the doctrines, I then rejected; 
or elſe I ſhould have deemed it my duty to quit the ſituation, 
which I had ſurrepticiouſly obtained in the Church of England. 
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into holy orders, and in their obtaining and hold⸗ 


ing livings and preferments, are utterly i incompas = 


tible with either piety, truth, or righteouſneſs, Yea 


In theſe reſpects, profanetueſs goes forth from the 
< prieſts to all the inhabitants of the land:“ and 


whit infidels adduce ſuch facts among their beſt 


arguments againſt religion; we cannot wonder that 
| Profligate men will proſtitute the ordinance of the 


Lord's ſupper as a ſtep to preferment; or that ſuch 


a ſcandal to our church eſtabliſhment is allowed to 
ſubſüſt among us. Theſe things are ripening us 


apace for Judgments, and 1 WL be meaſure F 
our ane 


5. G tk i Salk and oppreſſion 


1 the poor, have bitherts. been ſo general in all 
ages and nations, and have ſo connected with the 


commercial dealings of ungodly menz that it might 


appear an empty declamation, ſhould I inſiſt upon 


them on this occaſion. One particular, however, 


muſt not be omitted; I mean the execrable and 
execrated ſlave trade. Whilſt the extreme iniquity 
and cruelty of this commerce, and its fatal effects 


on three quarters of the globe at leaſt, but eſpeci- 


ally throughout the vaſt continent of Afies, were 


little known or regarded; it might be conſidered as 
the guilt of individuals, and not a national ini- 


quity: but now, that the monſter has been drag- 
ged forth to public view, and all the world 


| hath been ſhewn, beyond poſſibillity of palliation, 
the multiplied murders, -cruelties, and enotmities 
chat are inſeparable from it's exiſtence; to ſet-it 
up, as another Moloch, to be immolated by my- 
riads of human Nerds every year, merely on a 
falſe or dubious perſuaſion of national emolument, 


5 | is 


— Io 


ERC HERD ITE IR 28 
CO Ä 


FFP 


FEST) LN M 
is fach a renunciation of all juſtice, truth, huma- | 
pity and mercy, for the ſake of filthy lucre, as can 
hardly be equalled in the annals of mankind. What 

then muſt be its criminality in this favoured region 

of light and liberty ? © Blood defileth the land, in 

t hich it is ſhed ; neither can it be cleanſed from 

tc it, fave by the blood of him that ſhed it, 

(Num. c. xxxv. v. 33.:) and the caſe cannot he 

altered by the mere circumſtance of the blood being 5 

ſhed at a diſtance, by the inhabitants of this nation. 

So that the unayenged blood of thouſands of poor 
negroes cries daily from the earth unto the Lord, 

againſt the inhabitants of Great Britain; and will 
continue to do ſo, more and more, until this atro- 

cious evil be completely terminated; and murder, 

rapine, and cruelty be no more ſanctioned by our 
legiſlature : or until the Lord take the matter into 

his own hands; and we learn to our coſt, that ho- 

neſty and mercy are the belt policy; aid that —_ 
preffion of the poor and helpleſs can never enrich, = : 
but will renn fink every nation chat Abe b 
them. ei. 


2s vain day we faſt and pray, unleſs we © * looſe 
4 the bands of wickedneſs, undo the heavy bur- 
e dens, and let the oppreſſed go free,” (Ifaiah, c. 
ili. fie 6:)for whilſt lucrative fins are perſiſted in, 
our repentance. can only reſemble that of Pharaob, 
Who. cried out, I have finned,” but would not H# 
conſent to les the oppreſſed Iraelites; Without 
attention to ſuch plain duties; how can we call * 
5 or Lo wo poi * to * a 2 
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% After 881 an overgrown evil, and Bloodtied on 
fv large a ſcale, it may almoſt eel an approach to 


trifling, when J proceed to mention the blood ſhed 


in duels, and not avenged by the death of the mur- 


derer. Whilſt fo many thieves are put to death, 


by a policy not authorized in the word of God, 


and evidently not attended with his s bleſſing : : almoſt. 
the worſt of murderers are ſuffered to eſcape! But 


let magiſtrates, and) jurymen look to it, how they 


will anſwer it to God ; if under the term of man- 


ſiaughter, they liberate the malicious murderer, 


and fo abet duelling; which is one of the preateſt 
outrages againſt both the law and Seek of God, 


4b 


Lk can almoſt be conceived, - 


4 Among other national ſins, it vil perhaps 


excite ſurpriſe, that I mention the luxury and ex- 
travagance « of the age. I mean not, however, to 
 inveigh againſt all thoſe exceſſes, wh” though in- 


deed yery criminal, are not peculiar to the preſent 


times. I advert to the prevailing diſpoſition of all 


orders in the ſociety to emulate their ſuperiors, till 


all diſtinction of rank is nearly loſt. By a variety 


of methods, which are uſeful to a certain degree 


in a commercial country, credit may be acquired to 
a very large extent: men, therefore, poſſeſſed of 

ſmall property, engage in buſineſs diſproportion- 
ately large; and then launch out in their expendi- 
ture, according to their apparent, not their rea! 


circumſtances, They vie with each other, and 


with perſons of real affluence, in their houſes, fur- 


niture, appearance, attendants, and entertainments: 
they frequent expenfive public diverſions, (which 


are multiplied beyond the example of former 


times,) 


3 27 . | 
RPE and they j join in every faſhicnable vatiity i 
till at length their accumulated debts weigh them 

down, and multitudes are ruined along with them. 
This is come to ſuch a pitch, that it threatens the 
deſtruction of credit itſelf, and commerce with it; 


and the effect 117 e dy wt: W 


of our other ins. e Oe. DOR, "2 5 . 


Tbe caſe i is een wich 72 interior * 


vants emulate their maſters.; their wages are wy r 
viſhed away in needleſs. expences ; ſo that old age 
or fickneſs finds them deſtitute, ar their death 
leaves families unprovided for. The eyils, which 


4 


originate from this ſource, can ſcaree be enume - 


rated; it concurs with other things to produce 


rhat ſpirit, of gaming, which ruins numbers, and 


often terminates in ſuicide; and it is a principal 
cauſe of thoſe varied methods of fraud and rob- 
bery, which fill our jails with wrerched inhabi- 
nants, and make way for ſo many lamentable exe- 
cutions: whilſt the other national fins, that we 
are about to conſider, greatly originate. From: this 
8 1 ſource of * and miſery. . e 


7. Of theſe v we may next mention the vepality, 
which ſo greatly degrades our national character, 
and threatens even the ſubyerfion of our. excellent 
| conſlitution. Whilſt men in general live - above 
What they can afford, d, they will certainly, he 
tempted. to graſp at gain, from every quarter, 


and in general, 4 ſufficient « com penſation u will de- | 


termine them to any meaſüre or any party. Thus 
things are now come to that paſs, that few of 
| Thoſe, .who elect members to ſerye in parliament, 


D 1 0 RTE: 


26 y 


boneſtly vdte for the mu and moſt * men 
chat are propoſed to them, without expecting any 
other compenſation than their faithful endeavours 
to ſerve their country; but by far the greateſt 
number, in other places, beſides the ſmall boroughs, 
expect to be paid, in ſome way or other, for their 
votes: and fo great is the ſelfiſh. i ingenuity, that 


18 exerciſed in evading the laws, that no method 
Hath yet been found effectual for preventing ſuch 
bribery. How then can it be expected that the 


fenate ſhould be very uncorrupt? For, whilſt 


the people, like: Efay, ſell their birth-right for 
à morſel of meat, or other paltry conſiderations; 


they have ſcarce a right to complain, if they fat 


Sthers as venal as themſelves: and ſurely they at 


leaſt muſt expect, that thoſe perſons, who. have, 
purchaſed: the diſtinction of legiflators/at an al- 


moſt inſupportable expence, will endeavour 4 
- indemnify themſelves, by the uſe. they make of 


their talents, votes, and influence. This evil 


| Tpreads ſo wide, and petvades all orders of men to 
that degree that we may enquire with the pro- 
phet, © Whois there among you that would ſhut 


the doors for nought | ?” (Mal. c. i. v. 10.) And 
| it is a ſad proof of the debility, which hath ſeizeg 


upon our moral and re 


de the whole head is ſick, and the whole heart is 
Fo faint,” through this inyeterate diſeaſe, which 


is the genuine offepring | of luxury and extrava- 


gance, connected with avarice'; ; an inſatiable. ra- 
"Pacity in getting, 
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AY The aacing, . that 4 FAT" 
tiki us, is another moſt deplorable 4 60 Tbe 
une xampled efftontery, with which the trade of 
Proſſitotion is conducted; the multitudes, who 
Fearly in the prime of- life fall ſactifices-.to it; 


ie wide ſpreading' effects of it on domeſtie life; 


the exceeding frequency of adultery; the encou- 
ragement given to ingenious women of profligate 
Character, to publiſn their infamous memoirs; 
"with many other particulars that might be addu- 

.ced; evince that the Hcentiouſneſs of the preſent 
| moon differs from that, which muſt be expected in 


lideed be abandoned men and women, fo long as 
ungodlineſs prevails: but farely they might be 


driven out of our ſtreets, into their dark receſſes, 


In ſome degree ar leaſt; and ſalutary regulations I 


night prevent the morbid Part of the community 
from diffuſmg the fatal contagion ſo rapidly as is 
done at preſent! It is indeed ſaĩd, by way of ob- 
Jjection, that worſe and more fatal effects would 
Probably enſue, from ſuch an interpofition: but 


I eapptehend the reaſon to be inſufficient, and that 


it is incumbent on legiſlators and magiſtrates to 


1 adopt Fame method of diſcountenancing ſuch de- 


Py = 24 


ive practices; and to leave the event to God. 
. However, the very objection ſnews the awful 
tate to Which we are reduced, and what cauſe we 


| — to fear, leſt we ſhould ſpeedily become like 


Sodom and Gomorrah; only much more ene 
hr becauſe of on RTE mars a 


1 Am analy e936) 

„hall echatude. this pirt of our enquiry ta * 
ant the ſubject is exhauſted, but net want of 
— . it,) by mentioning. 
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. /Laftly. The Gall abüfe, that ne of the 
8 goſpel by hoſe, who profeſs to believe ĩt. 


Ik the, Dane. of a chen bath Pa . 
8 2 to Pagans and Mahometans, throughout 
the earth, by che crimes of men who bore, and 
diſgraced, chat appellation: the peculiar doctrines 
of the goſpel alſo, have been grievouſly exp 
Bauer and obloquy, in our land, by the atro- 
cious miſconduct of many, who have zealouſly 
contended for them. Woe be to the world be- 
4 cauſe of offences! indeed we have all need of 
humiliation before God this day, becauſe we have 
failed of recommending the doctrine of God gur 
Saviour to others, by our example, as we ought to 
have done; and, becauſe in ſome reſpects, we have 
Increaſed their prejudices. by our rſcondu,” But 
I more eſpecially advert to the notorious diſhoneſty, a 
and other ſcandalous crimes, which have been diſ- 
covered in the "habitual conduct of zealous diſpu- 
ters for evangelical tenets; the total diſtegard for 
relative duties, which many hath manifeſted; the 
| looſe antinomian tenets, by which this larity of 
practice has been varniſhed over; and the bitter, 
- boaſting, cenſorious, and backbiting Wrrit. with 
uhich religious controverſies have been conducted. 
Theſe, and various other, abuſes of the goſpel, 
| have furniſhed infidels with their moſt formidable 
weapons againſt the truth; have given countenance 
to thoſe, who ſubſtitute a decent proud morality, 
in the place of repentance, faith, and holineſsg and 
have quieted the minds of careleſs perſons with the 
idea, that religion would rather make them worſe 
than better; and led them to conclude, that there 
no reality i in * "OY" detect ſo much 
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2 ah if wetakethds hin hi ati: With 
paring them with our national $05 2 and obli- 
- garions;: will it not be evident, thar'** when the 
Lord looket for grapes, he bath 88 Wa 
grapes? Be} ng) cn 2A N 
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Sithſtanding the Lord's long { ulfering, re 


che be uſed to e e 
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The context exprefily arſwcrs bode the 


Lord himſelf declares what he will do to his vine- 


c IN will,” fays he, take away the hedge 
thereof, and it ſhall be eaten up; and break 
4 down the wall thereof, and it ſhall be trodden 

. down and I will lay it waſte ; it ſhall not be 

x6 * pruned, nor digged; but there ſhall come up 

briers and thorns: I will alſo oommand the 

, 60 * clouds, that they rain no rain upon ĩt. If we 


. proioke the Lord by our ingratitude, to withdraw = 


from us his providential protection; our fleets, our 
armies, and all the advantages of our ſituation, will 
do nothing to prevent our falling under a foreign 
yoke, or having our land deſolated by hoſtile inva- 
ions. We may alſo be left to learn from experience 
the ſore judgments of famine, peſtilence, and other 
_ deſolate ſcaurges. But it will ſuffice, if the Lord 
in anger ſhould leave us to ourſelves, and to our 
ut mad paſſions, or infatuated counſels, We ſhould 


* 
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1 that ans ſoon throw away our Wereie With 1 chr 
own hands; every man's ſword would be tururd 
7 againſt his brother ; we ſhould ſpeedily be plunged 

into the horxors of civil war, and witueſs ſuch maſ- 
755 _ facres, and deſolations, as we can ſearee bear to 
Jead of, im the accqunts we xegciye! from a neigh- 
bquring nation. The invaſion of Judes by be 
"Chaldeans, the ſiege, taking, plundering, and de- 
ſtroying of Jeruſalem, with the ſubſequent Baby- 
loniſh captivity: and the final ruin of that devoted 


city by the Romans, whilſt 1106,000 perſons mi- 
ſerably periſhed, during the ſiege: together with the 
ealamities which followed the rempant of the Jews, 
im their diſperſion; throught the nations, "and their 
condition to this day, comſtitute a foe warning; 


2 to us, N al FIR on "OP face of the noe 
"onthe" fa? ee 5 271 | 
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"nds of the goſpel, which we have ſo much 
deſpiſed or abuſed; leſt ** the kingdom of God 


e ſhould be taken from us, and given to a nation, 
„bringing forth the fruits thereof. (Matt. c, Xxi. 
Vi. 43.) In this reſpect our fin may very probably 
become our puniſhment: the wide diffuſion of in · 
fidel and heretical principles, (of which politics are 
at preſent a very convenient vehiele,) may at length 
be permitted totally to echpfe the light of the goſ- 
pel, and leave us to ſink into heathen impiety and 
 irrelipion. This is the more to be dreaded be- 
_. cauſe: theſe principles get ground ſo rapidly, in 
thoſe families, congregations, and ſeminaries, 
where the doctrines of the goſpel have long been 
ſupported. The riſiog generation, is, in many 
8 * diſpoſed to change the 1 
of 
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1 their fathers, for modern improvements gf the. | 
Faith ; and greatpains are taking do train themup gen 
e paſtors, according to their gyn hearts. 
Thus we may reaſonably Kat, chat the Lord's Vines .- 
yard will be laid waſte, and only bear thorns and 
briers ; and in that caſe he will ſurely : command. 
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Such 1 us, 25 are 0 ihe 1 of, | lifs 
may perhaps hope, that the light will not be 
removed in our days: but ve may well tremble for 
our children; leſt they ſhould be left, as a part of 
this guilty nation, to prefer man's devices to. the 
ſure teſtimony of God: and leſt the candleſtick 

zould be removed from this land, after the exam» 
ple of the churches of Aſia, (Rev. c. ii. iii.) This 
_ ſpiritual judgment is more to be feared, than war, 
famine, or peſtilence; than ſubjection to a foreign 
conqueror, or a domeltic tyrant; nay, than the fury 
1 of an ungovernable multitude, the hotrors of Anar- 
chy, and the cruelties of factions, contending with, 
and by turns prevailing againſt and wreaking their 
- vengeance on each other. But if the Lord be pro- 
voßed to withdraw his goſpel, he will depart from 


us in other reſpectz, and r be to hy if he de- 
5 22 n 26” . 
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111 is vain to Sug that milviſiers. in * times | 
have dolefully foreboded the ſame thing; and yet 
we are. preſerved, and prof per. Becauſe ſentence 

L apainſt an evil work is not executed ſpeedily 5 

e, the be A. the: en of men are 


e reheat holy 


3 | : 
er wholly: {er in them to do l.. Cgecles. © En. ; 


V. 11) Poubtleſs the unbelieving Ifraelites would 5 
urge the ſame objection againſt the meſſages of the 
| prophets, when the threatened vengeance was mer- 


cifully delayed: no wonder then, if ** in theſe laſt 
ee days there are ſcoffers, walking after their own. 
6e juſts; and ſaying, where is the promiſe of his 
18 coming ? (2 Pet. c. iti. v. 3, 4.) But though 
* the Lord be long ſuffering and flow to anger, he 


46 will by no means acquit the wicked:** and he will 


furpriſe them by his judgments, when they leaſt ex- 
pect them. If we decide about the time, when nas 


tional puniſhment will be inflicted, we exceed our 
1 but if we declare that except we 


& repent, we thall periſh, * as Iſrael di d, we. only 
ſay what the Lord hath commanded us. Many a 
time did he deliyer his ancient people, when they 
te provoked him with his counſel, and were brought 
& Jow by their i iniquity ;” yet, at length * wrath 


4 came upon them to the uttermoſt; and ſo it 
will upon us, if we copy their exam ple, and da 


not uſe proper means of averting his indignation 


And this leads me to enquire, 


v. What withholds theſe 1 at pref 


and prolongs our national mercies? 


I 2-: 5 


1 would not willingly an or palliate any 7 
thing i in our national character; but would impar- 
tially and ſimply ſtate the doctrine of God's word on 
this important queſtion, fo far as T am capable of 


 Biſcovering it. We may, therefore, | fafely allow, 
. is a bright, as well as a dark fide, belong- 


. 


- 8 te is fas hes t 1 
diſcuſs this, than ſome of the preceding topics. 
Our meaſure of iniquity, alas, fills apace ; but it 
is not yet full: nay, many favourable circum- 
ſtances. may be deſcried, which give ſome. ground 
for hope, that we may yet be preſerved; if by any 
means a proper attention to the important concern 
can. be exeited in * "Ange: of the inhabitants of 
our e NN pe $140 fi e in 5 ns 

3 — 5 hen, en, ve 77 witd e farsfaRtion, 
that perſecution of the church of Chriſt is no' part 


| of onr national guilt: at leaſt, ſhould any defects 


in our laws be called by ſo harſh a name; we may 
rejoice, that a bleſſed inexperience of greater ſe« 
verities., - oecaſions - our notieing ſuch! trivial 
* deviations foam. the ſyſtem of complete toleration, 

1 which bath been introduced N. b 2 ; 


4 | 10 i 
5 When Gd hath ; a TE: of 35 


tag) workin 
pers in any country, and they are permitted to live 
| unmoleſted, and to follow the dictates of their con- 
ſciences. in his ſervice 31. apprehend, that ſome- 
thing muſt ſtill be wanting to render that nation 
ripe for vengeance ; and that the prayers offered by 
| believers, for che peace of the land in which they 
enjoy peace, will continue to prevail : until they 
be removed from the evil to come; or until a de- 


parture from tolerating principles drive them away, 
or bring them under the yoke of oppfeffton. "Herod, 
to his other crimes,” added yet this above ul, cet 

de ſhut up John Baptiſt in priſon, and put Him to 
death. It was the principal charge brought againſt 
the nation of Iſrael, that they murdered the Lord's 
5 Prophets, and n his faithful ſervants : and 
. the 


che en of C Cad, * ty violent ige nöd | 
cruel enmity of the Jews: againſt his diſciples, filled 
up the meaſure of their iniquity, when wrath came 
upon them to the uttermoſt: nay, the abomina- 
tions of myſtic Babylon would not have been com- 
plete, had ſhe not been drunken with the blood 

« of the ſaints, and of the murtyrs of Jeſus.” We 
may, therefore, confider the tolerating ſpirit, that 
at preſent prevails in our land, as a very favourable 
eircumſtance, and an encouragement and obligation 
to pray for 22 continuance's of its Wes and oe 
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56 We dy aids 8 chriſtianity; da 
4 late years been diſplayed among us, has produced 
great effects in rectifying the judgments, and in 
ſome things meliorating the diſpoſitions of vaſt mul- 
titudes, who are very far from being the genuine 
diſciples of the Lord Jeſus. Hence it ariſes, that 
humanity and philanthropy conſtitute a part of our 
national character, as it is diſplayed at home : would 
to God, it were equally manifeſt and undeniable in 
all our concerns with other A N es, 
the whole earth! e of mr e e 


„He, the W os pang kh 
| which diſtreſs in every form obtains relief in Britain, 
ſhould be noticed with due commendation, and 
cordial ſatisfaction: and this benign and friendly | 
ſpirit bath lately been very honourably exerciſed, in 
the hoſpitable entertainment given to the poor deſli- 
tute outcaſts, who have ſought an aſylum in this 
country, and who by nation and 1 1 


have been conſidered as inimical to us. 


_  Inſpiced with zeal for the honour of God, and the 


þ 
1 0 9 


Th 3 


= We are not indeed anthorized to expect, that | 
 liberatity, when unconnected with repentance, faith, 

love to Chriſt, and true holineſs, will be a man's 
paaſſport to heaven; for thoſe acts of kindneſs, 

which the Judge will adduce at the great day, as - 
the reaſon or his people's admiſſion to their inheri- 
tance, are evidently ſuch as ſpring from faith in 
him, working by love, and manifeſting itſelf by 
kindneſs to his diſciples for his ſake,” Nevertheleſs | 
we may hope that the Lord will recompence the 
mercy ſhewn to the poor in this land, * by the 
lengthening of our tranquillity,” (Dan. c. iv. v. 271) 
for he commonly rewards external ſervices with tem- 


poral benefits ; even when he diſapproves of the 


' - motives and Principles, woe which FREY reſult ; 1 
0 Kings, C. XXl. v. . 


5 and cruelties, before enumerated, have not been 
let paſs, without a ſolemn and earneft proteſt being 

entered againſt them, both in the ſenate, and from 
the pulpit and the preſs : and this helps to retard 
our doom. Men have ſtood forth, like Phinchas, 


of his law, as well as influenced by the 


Ss The infidelicy, i impiety, -perjuries, oppreſlions, 9-4 


. moſt enlarged philanthropy ; and they have ſpared = 


no pains, ventured all conſequences, and perſevered 
| amidſt reproaches and diſcouragements, in bearing 


: teſtimony againſt 1 1nveterate evils, and labouring for 
their extirpation : and it ſeems to be the doctrine 


dl ſeripture, that whilſt a conſiderable. remnant of 
- princes, prieſts,” or Prophets, endeavour to ftem  - 
che torrent of national iniquity,” the meaſure of that 
People's fin is not full: at leaſt, until it be finally 
55 decided, that” their efforts have been in vain, and 

| 3 done 


(38) 


i nothing, but expoſe them to hls ſcorn ad 
| | hatred-» This is at preſent a favourable, ſymprom - 
in our caſe ; may the Lord increaſe the nuniber of 
ſuch witneſſes for truth and righteouſneſs; in every 
part of our land ! and may he RY gy ep 
Sean %%% A · wa 


A ee OOO the. 1 0 prevalence of 
Reggie and infidelity ; yet the number of thoſe, 
who preach the.** faith once delivered to the ſaints, 
is ſuppoſed by many competent judges to be upon 
the increaſe: now if this be indeed the caſe, and if 
they, of whom good hopes are formed, do not diſ- 
appoint them, either through the faſcinations of the 
world, the fear of man, or the ſpirit of error; we 
may even look for ſuch a revival of pure religion, 
and, reformation of manners, as will not only 
lengthen our tranquillity,” — avert 1. ape e 


* 


| tak we fear, 4 IO NEIL 


4 Mk 4464 him) „ 130k $4551 5 1 f 3 
| * There is no doubt m . num 
ber of true. chriſtians, diſperſed throughout the 
land: theſe. “ are the ſalt of. the earth, and the 
66 light of the world ;“ they are habitually “ gh 
64 ing and mourning | for the abominations that pre- 
«2 vail ;” and. are now called forth, as an embodied 
W to unite. in Prayers, with. humiliation and 
faſting, in behalf. of. our guilty land. V ' batever | 
hypocriſy or formality may, therefore,, be. found 
in the ſeryices of multitudes, on this ccaſion, or 
however ſtill greater numbers may totally neglect 
it; (one of which muſt always be the caſe, where 
large bodies of mea are concerned ;) yet very blei- 
ſed things may be expected in anſwer to the eee 
2nd in conſequence of the ſervices, of this day, 
9 of ä 


„ „ 
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Morecver cheſe perſons are employed; in their 
ſeveral:places;/to counteract the progteſs of infi: 


_ delity; impiety, and vice, and to ſpread the goſpel 
of Chriſt. They are indeed“ our chariots and 
„ horſemen,“ in whom our chief ſtiength conſiſts: 
and if ten righteous perſons would have preſerved 
Sodom and the neighbouring cities, had ſo many 


be found in them; and if Paul prevailed for all 
who failed with him: we may yet hope, that the 
Lord will ſpare the land; in which ſo many thou- 


ſands of true believers may doubtleſs be found, 
who are now uniting their earneſt requeſts in its be- 


half. In the cloſe of the deplorable American war, 


when our reſources ſeemed almoſt -exhauſted, and 


four formidable powers combined againſt us; the 
Lord anſwered the prayers of his people, and we 
were both delivered, and reſtored to proſperity. 
When ſome years ſince, our juſtly beloved Mo- 
narch was afflicted in a very diſtreſſing manner, and 
every ſerious mind was ready to forebode ſome fa- 
tal conſequences, from the divided ſtate of the 


land: the Lord again heard prayer, 'graciouſly re- 
ſtored him, and diſpelled our fears: and of late, 


when our ingratitude again provoked his indigna- 
tion; there ſeemed to be Juſt ground of appreben- 
dab: that the people, inſtigated by ignorant or 


crafty inſinuations, would have madly thrown away 
their invaluable advantages, and plunged us into 


the moſt dreadful' confuſion ; but the Lord hath 
again anſwered our ſupplications, and we are hi- 


therto preſerved, ** O that men would, therefore, 


be praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, and declare the 
Wonders that he doeth for the children of men!“ 


But 


” * : 
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But we cannot tell hom long thi caſe . 
5 thus with us + ſin is the only enemy we need fear; 

the impious principles of our adverſaries are in 
reality more formidable, than either their arms or 
their politics; and if, to the many evil leſſons we 
have learned from them, we ſhould copy their ex- 
ample of avowed, and general irreligion and infi- 
delity, after having fo long enjoyed the full advan- 
tage of divine revelation : then our meaſure of ini- 
quity will be full; the few remaining believers and 
| witneſſes for Chriſt will be either removed to hea- 

ven, or expoſed to perſecution; the floodgates of 

divine judgments will be opened, and we ſhall be 

made a warning to other nations, not to abuſe ſuch 

privileges, or thus to weary out the patience of che 
Lord of Hoſts: which leads me to enquire, 5 


I. Lady. What thoſe duties are, to which we 
are called in the preſent: circumſtances, according 

to our different ſituations in L he Te, "ao hs 
| community YES Oey e 


It is e in this. hy: to 1 the ſubject 
home to each of us ; otherwiſe the enumeration of 
crimes committed by others, and even by ſome of 
out ſuperiors, might prove a-gratification to a cen- 
ſorious temper, and foſter our pride inſtead of lead- 
ing us to humiliation : but if we duly apply it to 
our own caſe, it will produce very different effects. 
For, when we recollect, that all who concur in, or 
| negle&t the proper means of preventing, atrocious 
crimes, in ſome degree participate the guilt ; we 
ſhall be convinced, that we all are criminal, as to 
ſome or my of thoſe things, which have this day 
been 


ob 4404 
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1 confidered; and a e 2 n 


native land, to be . bot 1 _ 
"O__ attended. 


= 1. is 1 on 80 & us, to examine | 
every part of our conduct, in order to perſonal hu- 


miliation, repentance, and amendnient. In this re- 


view, we ſhould particularly reflect upon the whole 
df our paſt lives, and all our conduct towards God 
and our neighbours, according to che various rela- 


tions that we have ſuſtained, and the tranſactions in 


which we have been engaged. All our thoughts, 
words, and actions, as far as we can recallect them; 


all our negligences, and omiſſions of duty our 
miſimprovement of time and talents; the bad ef- 
fects of our example and converſe; and our moſt 


ceeret ius, (as well as the more open andgrofs, ) hould 


be adverted to; and eſpecially we ought to look 


carefully into every part of our behaviour, and the 
ſtate of our ſouls, at the preſent time. Such a 


thorough ſcrutiny, attended by earneſt prayer to 
the | heart-ſearching God, to ſhew us what our 
character is in his fight ; and conducted according 


tothe perfect rule of his holy word, will convince 


us, that no ſmall ſhare of the national guilt hath 
been contrifted by us; and that the whole charge 
of infidelity, irreligion and iniquity” does not be- 
long to others only, but in a meaſure” to us alſo; 
that we have helped to ripen” the nation for divine 


Judgments : and that We have more cauſe, than the 


beloved prophet had, to confeſs" our own fins, as 


well as the fins of our b wins (Dan. 0. ix. *. 26:) 5 


. * * 


This examination, and theſe Sven ſhould | 


be connected with deep ſelf-abaſement in the ſight 
of 
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* ed zungen nous confeſſions ah all our us, and 
the manifold. aggravations of them; and ac- 

| knowledgments that “ we are unworthy of the geaſt 
e of his mercies, and deſerving of his indignation: 
we ſhould ſolemnly rene w our acceptance of His ſal- 
vation, and ſurrender of ourſelves to his fervice, (if 

we have previouſly been acquainted with that im- 
portant tranſaction, between a believing penitent 
and his merciful, God and Saviour :) we ſhould ear- 
neſtly ſeek to him for grace, to enable us to amend 
our lives, and to attend to every part of our duty: 
and we ſhould deprecate his wrath, and beſeech 
him, that our native land may not be expoſed to 
His . through our einne 3 
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mal Fee mg or even ob all "RT: e 
will conſiſt with health, and the. pertormance. of 
1 other duties: and our Lord hath given directions 
1 about faſting, as occaſionally, incumbent on his 
1 diſciples. We thus emphatically confeſs, that we 
9 have eee all right to the gifts of i 
whilſt; “we chaſten ourſelves with taſting,” w 
expreſs, our humble ſubmiſſion to the juſtice 5 
Sod in our condemnation, and our chearful ac- 
ceptance of his correction; we mortify our ani- 
mal nature, and teach our appetites to brook de· p 
nial, even in things awful, Whenever inexpedi- 
ent; and this, fayours abſtraction from worldly 
concerns, and marks the ſeaſon, to be appropri- 
ated to ſuch ſuperior « engagements, that attention 
to animal recreation ſhould be ſuſpended, as 
much as poſſible, The acceptance which nations, | 
e eities, 


. 


1 . 43 0 . 
eLities, and individuals, have ever met male in thus 
turning to the Lord with weeping, faſting, and 
prayer, is a ſufficient reaſon, that we ſhould ſeek 
him in the ſame way; and a confutation of thoſe, 
who would repreſent nung to be a enn and 
needleſs obſervance. 


2. We are called upon, to improve t our e 
and uſe our influence, in ſtemming the torrent of 
infidelity, impiety, and vice; and ſuppreſſing, if 
poſſible, thoſe enormities, which are the ſcandal of 
our nation and holy religion, and in 0 the 


155 cauſe of truth and righteouſneſs. 


The miniſters of Chriſt, as watchmen and ſtew- 
ards of the myſteries of. God, have their peculiar 
line of ſervice: and woe be to them, if they preach 
not the goſpel, inſtantly and faithfully, not pleaſing 
men, and not ſhunning to declare the whole coun- 
ſel of God. The legiflator and magiſtrate may 
bear their teſtimony, and exert their diligence, in 

another way, and 1n different places. They, who 
are entruſted with ſuperior abilities and learning, 
| ſhould not“ bury their talent in the earth,” but 

occupy with it, as thoſe who expect the coming 
of their Judge. The affluent may uſe their eſtates, 
and the influence derived from them, to good pur- 
poſe; if they conſiſtently endeavour, by every 
means, to diſcountenance vice and irreligion, and 
to recommend piety and righteouſneſs to all- 
around them. The merchant' may render com- 
merce ſubſervient to the noble deſign of propa- 


gating chriſtianity, and diſſeminating the word of 


God in diſtant regions; thus counteracting 
the effects of the crimes perpetrated by nominal | 
* n Pagans and Mahometans. They, 
l 1 * ho 


('44/) 8 
who have families, ſhould, by their example, 
converſe, and inſtructions, labour to imbue their 
minds with good principles, and to lead them to 
holy practice. Every man has his circle, in which 
he poſſeſſes ſome influence, which may either be 
abuſed to bad, or improved to good purpoſe. 
Few induſtrious perſons are ſo poor, but they may 
ſpare a trifle from needleſs expence, to promote 
the goſpel, the diſperſion of pious books, and 
ſuch other deſigns, as counteract the endeavours. 
of thoſe, who diſſeminate error and vice among 
mankind : nor will the poor widow's two mites be 
' overlooked, when conſecrated to ſuch ſervices. 
| Thus, every man, in his proper place and duty, 
(like officers and ſoldiers, conſtituting a well diſ- 
ciplined army,) may contribute to promote that 
- Þkeformation of manners and prevalence of reli- | 
gion, which alone can enſure the continuance of 
our national. proſperity : and, though the at- 
_ tempts of each perſon, ſeparately conſidered, may 
appear trivial; yet the united efforts of a large 
multitude, engaged in the ſame cauſe, as with one 
heart and ſoul, may, by the bleſſing of God, Pro- 
duce extenſive and durable effects. But, 


3. They, who can do little elſe, may be help- i 

ful by their prayers, for the effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much.“ All 

true believers are righteous before God; none of 
us think more humbly of . ourſelves, than they 
did, who prevailed ſo wonderfully in former ages; 
and omnipotence can effect its purpoſes by ſecond 
cauſes, as well as by miracles : if then we pray 
according to the precepts, doctrines, promiſes, 
and examples 9 ſeripture, with a view to the 


glory 
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_ glory of God, in dependence on his power, truth; "0 
and mercy,” with ſubmiſſion to his providence, 
and love to our fellow creatures, and with ear- 
neſt importunity and perſeveranoez we maybe con- 
fident that © by the Spirit we offer that effec- 

e tual, fervent prayer which availeth much.“ 

Let me alone, (aid the Lord to Moſes, when 

| he pleaded with him in behalf of rebellious Iſrael) 

that I may deſtroy them in a moment: ge could 

not, ſo to ſpeak, proceed to take vengeance, un- 

leſs his ſervant would ceaſe to plead for them. 
Abraham deſiſted from aſking, before the Lord de- 
layed to grant his ſupplications for guilty Sodoon. 
Sennacherib's numerous hoſt was too feeble to | 

- withſtand the united prayers of Hezekiah and 

| Ifaiah : nor could Herod's priſon. and guards detain, 

or deſtroy Peter; when time was given to the church 

to pour out their prayers for him. Do we then hear 

of good deſigns which ſeem likely to be fruſtrated, 

through the artifices of the enemy, and their inter- 

ference with men's ſecular intereſts ? Let us remem- 

ber, that our prayers are appointed, and effectual 

means of removing. theſe impediments : and per- 

| haps the Lord delays the ſucceſs of ſuch deſigns, 

till he be importuned by the whole multitude of his 

5 people: that as he alone can ſend proſperity, or 
2 give the bleſſing; ſo the whole glory may thus be 

given to him, whatever inſtruments he may honour 
dy employing in ſuch beneficial ſervices, It is, 

| however, our bounden duty thus to affiſt all, who la- 
bour to do good. We ſhould pray, withour ceaſing, 

that the miniſters of Chriſt may be faithful, bold, 


zealous, prudent, and ſucceſsful; that the Lord 
p would eng forth labourers into his vineyard ; - that 


N 13 5 pure 


* — 
_ . 
* * 
— ence, ee 
23040 
= 
: 


MP ' FED X * N 
Yo.) BE Find Bot; Ya 4 R 9 1 H th F . . 
94 < F; 7 * * — 2 8 
N 4 re (9 be 4 P / 
b n * 130 
8 7 4 - 
1 12 | % 7 os 2. 
| 1 j ; 
4 " : 
„* = ” = 
4 4 ' 4b: 
- 1 . 


n 8 
— War. He av 
* 92 


. — — OR * - 4 — — 
— — — _ - — — * > a 
2 — — — — — — 
* 3 Si er ew RE ——— angnaroccaranson 
-_ — n ** * 
* 
- 


pure chiiflianity may be Sflaſed on i every fide ; that 
the church may become as a city that is at unity 


66 yith itſelf ;” that at this time, when the ene- 
ee my comes in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord 


&« may lift up a ſtandard againſt him; that ineli- 
gion and falſe religion may be ſuppreſſed; that 
Jews, Pagans, Infidels, and Mahometans may be 
converted; that ſuch as are gone, amidſt manitold 
dangers and hardſhips, to preach the goſpel, in re- 
mote regions, may be protected, ſupported, com- 
forted and proſpered; and that : the earthmay ſpeedily: 
© be filled with the Knowledge of fhe Lord, as \the. 
waters cover the ſea.” 


We ſhould pray, (not e in the ſervice of the | 
church, but in our cloſets and families ;) that the 
Lord would bleſs our king, and all his counſellors, 
miniſters, ſenators, and magiſtrates, with wiſdom and 
grace; that the beſt methods may be taken, to pre- 
ſerve peace, and promote religion at home; and to 
extend the ſame bleſſings to the nations ibtoad; 
We ſhould intreat the Lord, who hath all hearts in 
«his hands, to diſpoſe the contending parties to peace, 


and thus prevent the further effuſion of human 


blood; to ſtem that torrent of iniquity and miſery, 
which bears down all before it, in the once flouriſh- 
ing land of our enemies; that 10 a way may be made 
for the eſtabliſhment of peace, order and good go- 
vernment, at an equal diſtance from deſpotiſm and 
anarchy; and that a tolerating ſyſtem may open a 
door for the ſucceſsful preaching of the goſpel among 
them: and, in ſhort, we ſhould beſeech him ſo to 
over-rule preſent calamities, that now ** his judg- 


ments are abroad in the lands, the inhabitants of 


50 them may learn righteouſneſs,” 1 5 F 
oy EN Yo | | | Charity, 


N 
Chatity, in all its branches, conſtitutes an impor- 
tant part of our preſent duty, as it was emphatically 
inculcated in the leſſon for the morning ſevvice. But 
whilſt ©* we give our bread to the hungry, and bring 
& the poor outcaſts to our houſes ;?? we ſhould alſo 
remember to forgive our enemies, to bleſs them 
** that curſe us, to pray for them who deſpitefully 


es uſe us; and not to be overcome with evil, but to 5 ef 


overcome evil with good. 


+ Theſe are ſome of the principal duties incumbent | 
on us: and in vain does any man pretend to be a pa- 
riot, who will not practiſe them: for by his ſing he 
is helping to bring down divine judgments on the 
land; and he refuſes to concur in the proper means 
of averting them, The preparation for, and ſubſe- 
quent improvement of, ſuch ſolemn obſervances, 
conſtitute a principal part of their benefit; and, if 
due attention be paid to theſe obvious duties; by 
thoſe in general, who apparently keep this day ac- 


cording to the defign of ! it, we 1 . as tend ; 
tant conſequences, | | 


I T would conclude with . that, if there 
ſhould be any preſent, who have not felt them- | 
ſelves intereſted in theſe things, and purpoſe not 
to give heed to them; they may perhaps be pre- 
ſerved from national Judaments; by the humble 
prayers of thoſe whom they deſpiſe: but without 
perſonal repentance, faith, prayer, and newneſs 
of life, they cannot be ſaved from the wrath to 

come. On the other hand the upright believer | 
need not be diſmayed, on account of thoſe iniqui- 
ties, over which he ſighs and mourns : for he will 
be taken care of at all events; ſhould the deluge 
come in his days, he will be found i in the ark, and 
nothing ſhall ſeparate him from the love of God, 
which is in Chrifl Jeſus o our Lord, 


And 


ca) 55 

And now, 0 Father of Mercies, wolbeſeech thee | 

0 to give thy bleſſing to the word of all thy miniſters, 
this day; that there may be joy in heaven over 

many ſinners brought to repentance; and thar thy 
people may be ſtirred up to greater diligence in 
every good work, and more fervent zeal for the 

glory of thy name. Hear the ſupplications, which, 

with many thouſands of our fellow chriſtians, . 

| have preſented before thee, in behalf of that much 
- favoured, but guilty land, of which we confeſs our- 
ſelves to be guilty. inhabitants. O that we may indeed 
ſhew, by works meet for repentance, that our humi- 
ation this day hath been unfeigned! Avert the judg- 
ments which we have deſerved; revive thy work in our 
land, make true religion to prevail over all oppofi- 
tion, and proſper thoſe who labour to do good to 
men for thy ſake! Have mercy upon our fellow 
creatures, in other nations, and bid the avenging 
ſword of bloody war return into its ſcabbard. "Pity 
our infatuated enemies ; bring them to repentance, 
and incline them alſo to turn to thee, with weep- 
ing, faſting, and prayer; that ſo, their miſeries may 
be terminated ; the wicked devices of ſuch as per- 
ſiſt in miſchief, be finally diſappointed; and the 
bleſſings, with which thou haſt long favoured us, 

- be extended to them, and to all other nations; til! 
genuine liberty and peace as the effects of pure chriſ- . 
tianity, may fill the earth, and bleſs the whole world 
of mankind! Theſe prayers we preſent before thee, 
in ſole dependence on-the merits and mediation of 
thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, Now to the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons in one myſteri- 


| ous Deity, be aſcribed all glory, Hae and e 
for e evermore. n . 
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28 ad pbRbethy tha ſaw ade, 
1. THE RIGHTS OF GOD: 
In imo. price 18. or 8s. per dozen. 
A few copies are printed on a very fine wove paper, in 
8yo. price 18. 6d. 
1 2. The FAMILY BI] LE, in Quarto, with . thu 
_ original Notes, and practical Obſervations at the end of 
_ every chapter; in 174 numbers, price 6d each; beſides 
three overplus, (containing more than the quantity of 
nine numbers,) which are delivered gratis to the pur- 
chaſers. There are 162 copperplate engravings in this 
work. A concordance with indexes '&c, in nine num- 
bers, price 6d. each; and the Apoorypha in fix num- 
bers, Is. each, with twelve raving, are ſold: ſepa- | 
"TROY; to bind up with it. 
The work may be had <omplets te and ready for bind-- 
ing, price four guineas, (or four guineas and an half 
with the Concordance and Apocrypha,) of the author, 
No. 2, Chapel - ſtreet, Upper Groſy venor - place: and in 
whole ſets, or ſingle numbers, of J. S. Jordan, No. 166, 
Fleet: ſtreet, (whither it is removed from No. 138, with 
the reſt of J. C. Robarts's publications;) J. Mathews, 
No. 18, Strand; T. Vernor, Birchin- lane; and by all 
e bookſellers in town and country. 


3 Re Force of Truth, an authentic narrative, 
rice 1 % 
4. 10 Diſcourſe on Repentance, price 15, or 108. per 


The Character and Principles of Jobn Thorn- 
ton, Eſq. price 6d. 
1 6. An Impartial Statement of the Scripture Doctrine, 
in reſpect of Civil Government, and the 2 of: 
ects, price ad. or 128. per hundred. 1 


Der r. 

oe PUBLIC. ; 

In a ſceptical age, When every part of divine truth is: 
8 . and even held up to deriſion, 
beyond the example of former times: and when mental 
poiſon is pct ey in pamphlets, periodical publica- 

tions, and other works on various ſubjects, which are re. 
plete with wit, ingenuity or learning, to render it 
aàgreeable and unfuſpected: it has been thought, 
by ſome friends of Evangelical Truth, that a ſalutary 
antidote might be given, by little Tracts on the moſt 
important Subjects, which Tug be ens ae at 
Fo 1 expence. | The 


| Subj 


] 


| 
| 
* 2 ADVERTISEMENT. © 
A ; The author of this work, having for ſome time re- 
flected on this matter, has at length determined to maxe 
ſuch an attempt, by publiſhing a courſe of ſmall eſſays, 
in numbers, (price id. each, with allowance to thoſe 
who buy a quantity.) Theſe he intends to arrange in 
ſuch a manner, that ever) number fhall conclude the 
ſubject, (unleſs in a few inſtances it be deemed expe- - 
dient to extend it to two:) and yet that the whole may 
make a neat volume when finiſhed, The title Pages 
therefore, after the firſt number, will be omitted, or 
only printed on the cover: and a general title page will 
be given at the end of the work. The pages wilt alſo 
be continued throughout; except any perſons wiſh to. 
. have ſome printed and paged as ſeparate pamphlets. 
1 Thus the purchaſer may either diſperſe them ſingly, or 
: . reſerve them for binding. No eſſay will contain leſs 
. than 12 pages duodecimo,cloſe printed, with a good type, 
and on good paper; and, when the ſubject demands it, 
it will extend occaſionally to 16, or even 20 pages; pro- 
vided the encouragement given to the attempt wall 
enable the author to do it without loſs. 185 
The firſt number will be an eſſay on the & Divine 
* e UInſpiration of the Holy Scriptures; after whien 
. 4 the Importance of Truth; the Duty and Manner of 
1 „ ſearching. the Scriptures; the Scripture Character of 
5 „God; the Uſes of the Law; a brief Expoſition of 
„ the Ten Commandments; the Condition of Man 4s a 
Sinner; the Deity of Chriſt; the Atonement, Juſti- 
« fication by Faith, Regeneration, Repentance, &e;”* 
will be confidered, Theſe effays, from their ſize and 
o price, may appear trivial; but the author engages to the 
IF public, that he will ſpare no pains to render them as. 
_ comprehenſive, convincing, and perſpicuous as he poſli- 
+ bly can; being very deſirous of thus © contending, ear- 
* neſtly for the truth once delivered to the ſaints. 
Number I. will be publiſhed on Saturday, May 4, 
(to be continued every fortnight, till it be completed.) 
. Sold by J. S. Jordan, No. 166, Fleet - ſtreet; J. Ma- 
NY thews, No. 18, Strand; T. Vernor, Birchin-lane ; and 
by all other Bookſellers; and at No. 2, Chapet-ſtreet, 
Upper Groſvenor-place, _ 5 . 
N. B. The author would be thankful for hints, rela- 
tive to this deſign, from any of the friends of trutb: 
and to be previouſly informed by thoſe who mean to- 
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